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Heiltsuk Nation signs declaration that sets stage for reconciliation.  
 
(Bella Bella – Oct. 28. 2015) The Heiltsuk celebrated the signing of a declaration that sets out a 
renewed mandate and a unique approach to reconcile our relationship with Canada & BC. 
Heiltsuk’s traditional territory is located in the heart of the Great Bear Rainforest on BC’s central 
coast.  
 
In the 2014 Tsilhqot’in decision, the Supreme Court of Canada held that a declaration of 
Aboriginal title could be obtained through a negotiated agreement, or by court declaration. Today, 
through the signing of the Declaration and community approval of our Title & Rights Strategy, the 
Heiltsuk have established our own agenda to seek reconciliation with Canada and BC.  
 
Over the years Heiltsuk have been proactive in advancing our title and rights through the courts (R. 
v. Gladstone), in negotiations (Reconciliation Agreement with Province of BC) and through direct 
action (occupation of DFO offices in 2015 to protect herring stocks).  We have a strong history of 
seeking legal, political and economic solutions to reconcile our relationship with Canada & BC.   
 
The Heiltsuk have been collaborating with both governments and industry partners related to 
planning and economic opportunities within our territory, both as a member community of Coastal 
First Nations and on our own. “This work must continue. Yet for all our proactive work, we still do 
not have a sustainable economy on the central coast and continually find ourselves at odds with 
resource management decisions made by other governments,” said Hereditary Chief Harvey 
Humchitt. 
 
The Heiltsuk believe strongly that this approach is one that could achieve a shared objective with 
BC & Canada towards reconciliation. “We remain committed to all existing agreements and 
processes, but are interested in moving forward to seek appropriate solutions that will advance our 
government-to-government relationships with Canada and BC,” said Chief Marilyn Slett. 
 
 “It is our hope that governments will see this approach as a positive opportunity and a springboard 
for future negotiations,” said Slett. 
 
A copy of the Declaration and Strategy is attached.  
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