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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 
 
DAY 11 – MAINTENANCE BOATS STALLED AGAIN BY STORM WARNINGS AND 

BAD WEATHER IN EFFORTS TO REPAIR OUTER BOOM CONTAINING  
DIESEL SPILL IN HEILTSUK WATERS 

 
Bella Bella (October 23, 2010) – Bad weather and storm warnings stalled small boom 
maintenance boats for a fourth day in a row this morning, delaying efforts to repair an outer 
boom that broke free late Friday and released diesel oil beyond containment barriers.   
  
Winds up to 50 knots have been forecast for the coast later today. Aerial photos taken yesterday 
show slick flowing from the broken boom, and Unified Command reported diesel spreading at 
least one kilometre beyond the containment area.  
 
Heiltsuk spill responders grow increasingly worried about diesel spreading to Gale Passage, a 
highly sensitive ecological and marine resource area - one of several areas of concern.   
 
“In the first week of the spill, we had the largest tides of the month at 17.4 feet,” says Heiltsuk 
Aquatics Manager Mike Reid. “Even without bad weather, the speed of tides rushing through the 
spill site are likely to flush diesel into the area.” 
 
Heiltsuk Aquatics Manager Mike Reid says he’s worried about diesel contamination of the 
passage – a vital area for a variety of clam species, sea cucumbers, sea urchin, juvenile salmon 
and herring, eelgrass, kelp and other marine species. The south end of Gale Passage opens into 
an important herring spawning area. 
 
Dive footage taken yesterday show endangered abalone in the spill area - a species Heiltsuk have 
been working to help recover. Divers also filmed schools of juvenile herring surrounding the 
sunken tug.  
 
The US-based National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, NOAA, site says, “Diesel is 
considered to be one of the most acutely toxic oil types. Fish, invertebrates and seaweed that 
come in direct contact with a diesel spill may be killed.” 
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Pictures from Seaforth Channel and Gale Creek area 
 
http://spaces.hightail.com/space/5qKqP 
 
 
For more information contact: 
Ayla Brown 
Heiltsuk Communications Coordinator 
ayla.brown@heiltsuknation.ca 
(250)957-2381 
 
Jo Anne Walton 
778.953.3103 
joawalton@gmail.com 
 
 
 


